ESTES VALLEY MODEL RAILROADERS

MEETING

FEBRUARY 2, 2011

The meeting was called to order by semi-mobile president Bob Trump at 6:30 P. M.

Members present were: John McCarthy, Rey Olson, Dick Putney, Don Widrig, Dick Oldberg, Hugo Ehret, Jim Mount, Ray Nieder, Ron Meskimen, Gordon Goff, Scott Wilseck, Joe Walsch, Fred Mares, Terry and Michael Wilhelm, Chuck, Ted Nutting, Laura Trump, John Thut, Bob Trump.
The first item of business was the review of the minutes of the January meeting.  Ron Meskimen moved to accept the minutes, Hugo Ehret seconded.  Motion carried.  The treasurer’s report came next.  Bob Trump reported in Robert Trumbull’s absence.  A motion was made and carried to receive the treasurer’s report.  The treasury is in good shape and more than adequate to meet the needs of this year’s “Rails in the Rockies 2011”.™  He also reported that whenever there is a club expenditure, Robert must sign the checks (The president is also authorized to sign checks.) and two officers not involved in the transaction must sign the invoice.  The books are audited annually by Jack Ford.
President Bob next reported that earlier that day, he had received a call from Rocky Mountain Region president Harold Huber.  Harold reported that the annual convention scheduled for this coming November in Salt Lake City has been cancelled.  The Northern Colorado Division has offered to host the convention in August.  They are in the process of planning the event and obtaining a venue.  It is not known yet whether there will be a train show associated with the convention.  Our club’s help has been offered.
Bob explained, with regards to the NMRA, that the Estes Valley Division is holding meetings prior to the regular monthly club meetings.  The NMRA provides many benefits to the model railroading community, such as providing grants, as in the case of financial assistance on our current HOn3 layout under construction.  The NMRA also provides the liability insurance for Rails in the Rockies.

Next was a progress report by Laura Trump on this year’s RITR show.  Laura reported that we will have a re-vamped floor plan this year with improved fire safety in mind.  The width of aisles has been increased and there will be more room in general.  There will be better access to the layout area in the main ballroom.  It is hoped the traffic flow will be smoother and less crowded.  We will have access to the facilities on Thursday this year and hope to set up the club layout then.  There was a discussion of jobs that need to be done and sign-up sheets were available.  If you have not yet signed up contact Laura to see what needs to be done.  One request: Please remember the end of the show time as there is still a lot of work to do to wrap things up.  We are also reminded to park a distance away from the building in order to save the closer spots for the guests.  There are always good parking opportunities south of the Convention Center on Highway 7 (south St. Vrain).
Bob announced that he is preparing a presentation on modeling adhesives and asked that members email him with information about their favorites (See the memo at the end of the minutes).
Our program for the evening was presented by Ted Nutting, president of the Northern Colorado Model Railroad Club.  Ted’s topic was “Painting Backdrops.”  He presented his interesting information, using a Power Point program and various hands-on items.  He gave information about types of brushes and other useful items used to paint a backdrop, as well as where to buy them locally.  His main point of reference was his own layout, using photographs of all stages in the development of his own backdrop.  An especially valuable aspect of the presentation was Ted’s pointing out his own perceived “mistakes” and what he did to improve on them.  Thanks, Ted, for a wonderful presentation.
After the break, John Thut gave a presentation of some of the entry level DCC starter sets that are available today.  He demonstrated the MRC “Prodigy Express”, the Digitrax “Zephyr Extra”, the NCE “PowerCab” and The Lenz “Set 90”, presenting the capabilities, features and some advantages and disadvantages of each.  Several of the sets presented can be purchased for about $150.  Thanks, John, for a great presentation.  Thanks to John and Nan Thut for providing excellent (and healthy) refreshments.
Special thanks to everyone that signed up for helping at Rails in the Rockies 2011.  The long range weather forecast is good, and we have the best line up of modular layouts and vendors we have ever had.
Minutes submitted by John Thut

The following is a list of adhesives most commonly used by Bob Trump for modeling in wood and styrene.  If you have a favorite to add to the list please tell us all about it so we can add it to the list.  It will then be included in the final presentation.  There will be an award for the best suggestions.

Estes Valley Division

My favorite modeling adhesives:
Bob Trump’s list starting with the most important:
	Testors liquid cement for plastic models
	Styrene to styrene
	Dissolves and bonds

	Ambroid-The original liquid cement
	Wood to wood
	Waterproof

	Walthers Goo
	Most materials
	High strength contact cement

	Super glue in small 4 pack tubes
	Most materials including styrene, wood, metal
	Very high strength and dries clear

	Baking Soda used with Super glue
	Makes a very hard strong joint with uncured Super glue
	Strong hard fillets and reinforcing for joints

	Weldwood Titebond  3
	Wood to wood
	Waterproof

	White Glue
	Wood to wood, scenery, etc.
	Not waterproof

	Diluted White Glue
	Bonding ground cover and ballast to layout
	Can be removed again by soaking with water

	Bondo Glazing and Spot Putty
	Filling small holes and pits in various materials. Can be used over primer
	Sands easily to a super fine finish

	Squadron Green Stuff
	Same as above
	Same as above

	Squadron White Stuff
	Same as above
	Same as above

	Canopy Cement is currently quite popular with modelers
	Recommended for window glazing and other clear materials
	Dries clear, dries somewhat flexible

	Window pane making material
	Window panes up to ½ x 3/8 inches with the best brand 
	Makes old time non-perfect window panes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


