Estes Valley Model Railroaders
Summer Picnic and Layout Tour
July 17, 2010
We knew it would be a great day when the flowers arrived. Karen’s Flowers delivered an eye catching display of white and purple flowers from Al and Barb Crisi.  Thanks, Al and Barb, we think of you every day.
More than 30 members and guests attended our Club Summer Picnic and Layout Tour. The featured layout was at the home of Gordon and Linda Goff. Gordon treated us to live steam and battery powered on his backyard garden layout. Many changes have been made since our last tour, with more buildings, a dedicated live steam oval, and very nice scenery. Linda provided refreshments during the hour and a half operating session. Special thanks to Gordon and Linda for another wonderful tour. 
Club members and guests then cruised over to Bob and Laura Trumps for a pot luck dinner and casual business meeting. Master Grilling Chef Steve Klett (assisted by Rich Bray) grilled the mini-burgers and brats to perfection. Since our picnic theme was “Ladies Day”, we had requested that each of the ladies bring examples of their hobbies. We were treated to some superb craftsmanship by the following ladies:
        Sheridan Beistle, Quilting, beaded Christmas tree, flower squashing
        Linda Goff, Knitting and sewing
        Peggy Mount, Quilting
        Linda Patten, Concrete Garden Art
        Jan Thompson, Quilting and Rosemaling
        Nan Thut, Gourd Art
        Laura Trump, Stained Glass, Tole painting, Rosemaling
        Siv Verschuur, China Painting
Thanks to each of the ladies for sharing their talent and creativity with us, and providing displays we will not soon forget.
A short, and very casual, business meeting was held to cover a bit of club business. A motion was made by Jim Mount and seconded by Fred Mares as follows:
“I move that $1500 be budgeted for a 3-module, HOn3 Colorado Logging and Mining layout to be completed in time for RITR 2011. The 3 module layout would be similar to the attached plan and will allow club members to work on scenery, scratch building, track-laying, and other skills in preparation for work on the clubs On30 layout which is scheduled to be shown at RITR 2012.”
The motion was passed, without dissent, including 3 proxies. Some of the club members that have volunteered to work on the layout are: John Thut, Jim Mount, Fred Mares, Ray Nieder, Michael Wilhelm, Terry Wilhelm, Rex Beistle, Sheridan Beistle, John McCarthy, Robert Trumbull, Laura Trump and Bob Trump. All club members are welcome to participate in any part of the construction and operation of this layout that is interesting to them. John and Nan Thut, owners of DCC Hobby Supply, have volunteered to sponsor the layout by providing supplies for the layout at their cost. In addition to all the other help they give the club, and club members, we appreciate this offer. Thanks, John and Nan.
Since the NMRA has a matching funds program for projects that promote the hobby, we will apply for matching funds that would match up to $1500 of our expenditures.
The project will be handled as a Modeling with the Modelers series with regular work sessions and projects for everyone that would like to participate.
Possible individual craftsman projects with Modeling with the Modelers assistance would be:   
1.     Scratch built sawmill, possibly board on board
2.     Scratch built mine, possibly board on board
3.     Scratch built mill
4.     Turn of the century western town buildings from kits or from scratch
 
Members could also improve their skills by helping with gluing and shaping foam, laying track, doing scenery, building trees, wiring and building structures. In other words: Something for everyone.
 
Other Business:
Since we are ordering new member badges we are giving members the option to purchase spare badges for $5 each. This is less than our cost and you have the choice of magnet back or pin on. Call Robert T. within the next week if you want a spare badge, 586-3277. 
 
Also, we are ordering a supply of Anderson Power Pole connectors for our modular layouts, and club members may take advantage of volume pricing if they want some. Again, call Robert T. if you need some of these very high quality connectors, 586-3277.
 
As always, watch our website for regular updates on club activities and other items of interest to model railroaders. If you have something you would like to see on our website, please sent the info to Lynn Patten.  www.estesvalleymodelrailroaders.org , check every week or you may miss something important.
 
Have a great day!!!!!
 
Bob
