Estes Valley Model Railroaders

Minutes of October 7, 2009 Meeting

The October 7, 2009 meeting of the Estes Valley Model Railroaders was eventually called to order by President Bob Trump at 6:35PM.  The semblance of order was immediately lost by hecklers Ron Meskimen and Rich Bray and finally regained a few minutes later.

The following persons were present for some portion of the meeting:  Ray Nieder, John McCarthy, Michael Wilhelm, Terry Wilhelm, Rich Bray, Ron Meskimen, Jim Mount, Dick Oldberg, Rex Beistle, Sheridan Beistle, Scott Wilseck, Dick Putney, Laura Trump, John Thut, Jack Heier, Don Widrig, Rey Olson, Ed Mularz, Don Widrig, and Bob Trump.

Club member Richard Dietz passed away last week.  A sympathy card was passed around for club members to sign.  Jan Verschuur made a motion that a $65 donation to the Fire Department be made in Richard’s name.  Ron Meskimen seconded the motion and it was approved by the members.

The club has a new member, Don Lloyd from Santa Monica, California, who is assisting Dick Oldberg with his layout.  Laura will be ordering more shirts and vests from iii (our embroidered logo source) with the club logo.  A signup sheet was available for members wishing to order vests or shirts.  If you are interested and were not able to sign up, contact Laura.  Some articles were available at marked down prices during the meeting.

Jim Mount moved that the September meeting minutes be approved.  The motion was seconded by Rich Bray and approved by the members.

Treasurer Robert Trumbull was not present but had provided his treasurer report to the President prior to the meeting.  Rex B. moved and John M. seconded a motion to receive the Treasurers Report which was approved by the members.

Dick Oldberg showed, and discussed briefly, 3 very high quality reproductions of A. C. Gilbert erector set components.  John Thut discussed various items that were on his N-Scale DCC demonstrator layout including DCC control of switches, sound in an N-Scale steam engine and an auto-reversing module.  John also showed several of Bob T.’s ON30 engines that are being modified for DCC control and sound.  One thing that must be verified before installing DCC equipment is that the motor is isolated from the frame.  Modeling with the Modelers sessions will be held at John T’s home for the purpose of members learning to install decoders in their locos.  Announcement as to date and time will be made soon with the sessions primarily being planned for the weekends.

Ed Mularz found a very interesting story in Classic Toy Train Magazine which he shared.  The story was about a Frisco, Colorado family who build dioramas together.  Ed also mentioned that Steve Klett rented a small trailer to transport several donated Lionel train sets to Estes Park.  These were donated for Rails in the Rockies and included a Thomas the Tank set, a Santa Fe Steam Engine set, a Polar Express set and a Harry Potter set.  Each set includes track, engine, cars, and transformer with a retail value of approximately $400 each.

The new Modular Layout Benchwork Committee is meeting on a regular basis with Rex B. and John T. presenting the current status.  Several goals have been established for the new layout including a goal of being able to setup without tools and another one of allowing member owned modules to be added to the club owned modules.  The current layout plans do not have an open center and would be operated from the outside using DCC control either manually or under computer control.  It would also be possible to be operating multiple trains on the same track at the same time under DCC control.  At this time it is envisioned that the modules would be resting on folding sawhorses.  Rex estimates that the benchwork cost per module will be about $100.

After considerable discussion concerning a proposed motion, Rich B. requested that the proposed motion be read.  He then requested revision of the motion when he learned that the proposal had him funding the benchwork.  After some arm-twisting, the motion originator (Jim M.) revised the motion to have the Club fund up to $1,000 for the proposed modular layout benchwork including wiring and track.  The motion was seconded by Ed. M and approved by the club.  All club members are highly encouraged to review the proposals and ideas that have been suggested for the new layout and to offer their own ideas.

The Club Officer Nominating Committee consisting of Jan V., Rich B., and Mary Oldberg are contacting all club members to determine their willingness to serve an as officer.  A proposed slate of officers for 2010 will be presented at the November club meeting and voted on at the December meeting.

The November 4, 2010 meeting will include several contests which Michael W. and Bob Trump explained.  The contests will include a Shoe Box Layout contest, a Pizza layout contest and Train related Photo contest.

Scott W. and Laura T. reported on progress for the next Rails in the Rockies (RITR) which will be held in February 2010 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center.  Scott has many of the small flyers which he encouraged members to take and distribute.  He also has several posters intended to be displayed in stores.  Laura reported that the invitations have been sent out to prospective vendors and layout owners.  She is receiving lots of good responses and is very pleased with the progress.  A lot is being done by e-mail.  She also noted that there is a probability that the bridge construction work on US Highway 34 may require closure of the road during RITR.  If asked, don’t say that the road is closed but instead say that there will be a very scenic detour in place.

Contact Robert Trumbull if you are interested in participating in the next soldering workshop.  When enough members have completed the workshop, the club will begin to build the flicker circuit modules.  Each club member will be able to build, modify, and troubleshoot their own flicker circuit module.

Bob T. is collecting photos for a Club Photo CD that he hopes to distribute at the Club Christmas Party.  Please forward any photos that you think appropriate to him.  The Club has lots of modeling supplies including hydrocal, gipsolite and blue Styrofoam.  Contact him if you need any.  Scott W. has homasote if you need that.

Rich B. moved that the Club Christmas Party be held on December 2, 2010 (the normal club meeting night).  The motion was seconded by Ron M. and approved by the members.

Ed M. moved that the club meeting be adjourned which was seconded by Jim M and was evidently soundly approved by the club members since most of them rapidly departed before the President could call for the vote.

The meeting was adjourned for lack of members at 8:30PM.  Thanks to Rich B. for bringing refreshments.  Special thanks to Rich B. for bringing a slide presentation, and to Jim Mount for bringing another great Cumbres and Toltec video.  Jim is still editing the video, and we hope to make the video available to all club members at the Christmas party.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray Nieder

EVMR

